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IMPORTING DATA

Each of these five possibilities represents a practical compromise between posing an interesting question, 
obtaining data, and using R to perform the analysis. Although R-formatted datasets that are ready to analyze are 
not widely available on the Internet,9 several common data types, such as SPSS and Stata datasets, are easy to 
import into R. Other familiar formats, including Excel spreadsheets, require more effort. This section reviews 
different data sources, data preparation, and import procedures.

SPSS- and Stata-Formatted Datasets
The least labor-intensive sources provide SPSS or Stata datasets that are ready to download, import, and 

analyze. One such source, the ICPSR’s data clearinghouse at the University of Michigan, was mentioned at the 
beginning of this chapter: www.icpsr.umich.edu. Many other sites exist, often maintained by scholars, 
academic departments, and private foundations. For example, if you are interested in comparative politics or 
IR topics, visit Pippa Norris’s website at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government: www.pippanorris 
.com/. For links to a number of SPSS and Stata datasets with a particular emphasis on Latino politics, see Prof. 
Matt A. Barreto’s site at the University of Washington: faculty.washington.edu/mbarreto/data/index.html. More 
generally, University of California, Berkeley’s SDA website—a clearinghouse for General Social Surveys, the 
American National Election Studies, and Census Microdata—allows you to download customized datasets 
and codebooks in a variety of formats, including SPSS and Stata: sda.berkeley.edu/archive.htm.

When you have found an interesting SPSS or Stata dataset on the Internet, use spss.get or stata.get 
(from the Hmisc package) to import it. To illustrate, consider Figure 11.1, a detail from a screenshot of 
Pippa Norris’s dataset page:

9. This situation is changing. For example, in March 2013, ICPSR announced the release of new datasets in R format. See 
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/support/announcements/2013/03/icpsr-releases-new-datasets-in-r-format

Figure 11.1  Pippa Norris’s Data Page
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Note: Retrieved March 22, 2013, from http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/pnorris/Data/Data.htm


